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New-York, July 4, 1790. 


TP vA N obedience to the order of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, of “fanu- 


ary 15th, I have now the honor to inclofe you a Reporr on the fulyect of 


Measures, Weicuts, and Coins. The length of time which intervened be- 
tween the date of the order and my arrival in this city, prevented my receiving it 
till the 1th of April ; and an illnefs which followed foon after, added, unavoid- 
ably, fome weeks to the delay ; fothat it was not till about the 20th of May that 
Twas able to finifh the Report. A defire to lejcn the number if its imperfections, 
induced me ftill to withhold it awhile, till, on the 1 5th of “fune, came to my hands, 
from Paris, a printed copy of a propofition made by the Bifhop of AUTUN, to the 
National Affembly of France, on the fulject of Weights and Mea/ures ; and three 
days afterwards I received through the channel of the public papers, the [péech of 
Sir Joun Rices Minter, of April 13th, in the Britifh Houfe of Commons, on 
the fame fubject. In the report which | had prepared, and was then about to 
give in, I had propofed the latitude of 38°, as that which Should fix our ftandard, 
becaufe it was the medium latitude of the United States ; but the propofition be- 
fore the National Affembly of France, to take that of 45° as being a middle term 
between the Equator and both Poles, and a term which might confequently unite 
the nations of both hemifpheres, appeared to me fo well chofen, and fo suft, that 
I did not hefitate a moment to prefer it to that of 38°. It became necefjary of 
courfe to reform all my calculations to that frandard ; an operation which has been 
retarded by my other occupations. 


— <Thefe circumpances will, I hope, apologize for the delay which has attended 
ihe execution of the order of the Houfe : And, perhaps, a difpofition on their part, 
to have due regard to the proceedings of other nations, engaged on the fame fub- 
ject, may induce them fill to defer deciding ultimately on it till their next feffion. 
Should this be the cafe, and fhould any new matier occur in the mean time, I fall 


| think it my duty to communicate it to the Houfe, as fupplemental to the prefent 


Report. 
I have the Honor to be, 
With Sentiments of the moft profound Refpect, 
roid ada 
Your moft obedient, and 


Moft humble Servant, 


Ss inves Sefperfon 


‘The Spraxer of the Houfe of Reprefentatives. 
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® Thijs return was not figned by the Marfbal, but was 
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